Fotemustine plus dacarbazine in advanced stage III malignant melanoma.
19 patients with advanced malignant melanoma were treated with fotemustine and dacarbazine. Data recorded and available for evaluation in all patients included clinical and histopathological parameters of the primary melanoma, blood chemistry, blood cell count, chest X-ray, ultrasound and bone scan for initial staging of the site of metastases and follow-up during treatment. Dosage was fotemustine 100 mg/m2 and dacarbazine 200 mg/m2 intravenously twice monthly on days 1 and 8, repeated for a maximum of six courses. There were two complete and three partial responses in 5/19 patients (26%), and 8 patients (42%) had stable disease. 6 (32%) patients had no response. Median length of complete and partial responses was 3.9 months, and that of stable disease 4.2 months. The main side-effects were thrombocytopenia in 10 patients (53%) and nausea in 6 (32%); the nausea was easily suppressed by ondasetron. Thus, fotemustine-dacarbazine may be new treatment in advanced melanoma.